Thursday Night
December 18, 1742

Dear AL,

I am sorry I qudn't write Last m’gf»t but we had our squadron party.
It was a lovely party. We had A chicken dinner at7. We all had
girls. Thad a lovely girl named Miriam White Whitestone. She
wasn't beau tiful, but very nice. She qoes to Huntington College as
did most of the girls then. We sang songs, had a floor show orchestra
and danced. It cast the sguadron $2500 but where they qot it is
1’731701% me. I fidn't pay anything. My qirl was very sweet, short
and cute. The part Lasted until 1:00 AM. It was really swell and 1
wish. I could talk to you abut it.

This sure is A small world. We have two new Lieutenants At our
station (Metro-Cadets). One of them is from Binghamton. e is
married and they sat at my table. Thadn't seen his wife until tast
night. When Isaw her Iwas surprised. Remember that pretty
Batty Carver that went to Normal. Don Sullivan took her out.
Well she has a sister named Ginny. Imet her at Clio House. She
was A friend of Doty Knowlton. Well she's (Ginny Carver) is his
wife. We had quite A chat.

The cli}a}nings you wrote about matearalaw __aweek Aqo. I heard
about it and asked about it. It seems we Jellows already in weather



can't qet out of it to qo to school. We are hard up for weathermen
and so we had to get all our eucation in the Army weather service.
Mmﬂm Ul come ouit 0.K. Anyway. We sent two men to Atlantic
City Today. We think they are going to Africa. By the way
Atlantic City is a port of embarkation. Iwonder if Ross Bartlett is
qoing over seas?

Trecewved Lovely Christmas cards from grandma, Lucille and Glyn
and mom and dad. Your card was beautiful. I have received cards
Jrom queer places. Dr. Pierce, and Jennie Sofyko, Miss #Hong. All
the old cranks at Normal are sending me cards.

I received cards fram Ed and Adajane Brewer, Louise Robertson,
Heron and Gertie 3., Mrs. Winnie, Mrs. Merrihew (she goes to our
church I quess, butIcan't place her). Iquess Itold about the others.

Tomorrow night I am invited tv a Turkey supper in town. One of
the 9irls wheo works in the Kegimml Control Office (this s
headguarters for the 4% Weather Squadron). Idon't know her
very well but she is very nice laaking. Imet her A couple of times on
business at office. She typed up some of my records which T had to
a{icmt&canceming birth ylmca, year ete. It'sa free SUpper AnyYway.
We have Lots of girls around the field. Its almost Like a city. It
isn't much like an army camp with so many skirts Around.

Well, I passed that exam I had Tvesqay and did well to. I qot 72
and the Liewtenant said it was qood. I will now getting my rating
the first of January. It sure Aas seemed Like A Long time to me to
want 1o get any recoqnition considering the work I Aad to do. Well



At Last I am on the road to success. It sort of like Another Christmas
present.

Speaking of Christmas presents you spoke of sending Little. It looks
to me like a lot. Ithought my radio was my Christmas.

Thanks for your Letter dad. T am thrilled to hear that you have the
house all paid for. It certainly must make you provd dad it does
me. You've worked long Ang hard forit. I'll be home fmfara long to
help you make repairs and modernize. Don't worry about mATTIAGe
girls are all alike silly and schemers. Your corner cupboard must be
swell dad. Lucille will be very pleased with it. Iknow you'll have
to make mom some.

Tfmnksfar 101/5117 cArd qram you take care af you rself.

Love to all,
(Over) Trmcv]r.

P.3. Tell Lucille I am sor1Y I haven't written but I've been very
]’714517. My correspondence seems to be piling up on me. Tell her I
appreciate her Letters very much and enjoy every word of them. I
can't even write Christmas cards to ALl those faculty members who
sent me Cards. Iplan to visit the school and thank them all
personally when I get my furlongh. Thank you and ex/ervfma(v for
letters. Iwill try to correspond better.

Well I am rMnHing on. Don't worry I am swell. Haven ’tfelt
betterin my life



P.P.5. Tam glad you can find something you like to 771417 with the
money Isent far Christmas. Thet the house Looks swell. Tcan
}aictu re how it is angea(

Nite



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638
August 8 1943
In England
| Dear Mom and Dad

! Thaven't heard from you in two days but yesterday I received A letter
e fram Lucille contrining the two pictures. Tf»ey are very nice and 1
| wWas gLad to receive them.

Last night I went into town for the first time since I have been here. The shops and
stores Look. something Like American stores. Window’s are dressed Like home. The
streets Are nirrow And have narrow sidewalks. One sees few civilian cars mostly
17ic17cles. I came back. Just about dark. ateleven o'clock. Iwent down to A park
where men were }awling on the grass. There is & Red Cross here where we can go and
eat (no restaurants) play pool or Piﬂg pong, dance etc. We each are to qet & twenty-
Jour hour pass once A week. We are bu sy every day except that Ay, even Sundays.

Love,

7T racYy

\V Mail



Saturday Night
October 14,1743
In ;Englﬂww(

Dear Mom and Dad,

Tam’gkt I am back. at my censoreq mfter S}yem{ing two very pleasant
days in London. Thad quite a Lot of mail when I returned so I will
devote this letter to Answering questions and discussing thing etc.
will write another letter telling you about my trip. IthinIhave
all your Letters in front of me but may have burned one or two }’717
mistake.

Letter #21 Sept 20. YJou say you had received no letters but I know
you have now. I am gLad you could visit the Clio House. Yes Joan
is & Wave. I wonder how she Looks in & uniform. I read about the
explosion in ( Nonfalh (7). I am sorry she was hurt. Tiny is
probably 42. I remember hearing something is wrong with him.
You should Listen to the Army Hour when you can. Quite often
there is something about England. Don Witty is doing all right as

AN ANNOUNCLY.

Tquiess you had not received my letter telling that T have moved. I
am gLad to hear your Bond Drive went over the to.



Letter #77 Sept 22. There are a Lot af questions here that you
should know by now but I will answer them anyway. 1 no Z yes ?
no 4 not here 5 not here b Luite near 7 yes § not three Just two. 7 yes
10 yes 11 no 12__ 17 yes 14/ + 1/ZB, 17 no 16 no 17 no can do remember
the censurers 18 no, 17 ves 20 about A or Less 21 wo Z2 no 23 no 24

na.

I have opened Lucille’s ox. Iwish T had had the camera yesterday
in London but can use it next week. I am still c{aing the work. T
mentioned fmfare.

Letter 74 Sept Z4. Glad to hear you Are still bu ying bonds. Was
glad to hear Jim made the wedding o.k.  I'know you did A qood j ob
decorating. Iknow Mrs. Clark is grateful for your assistance. I
on't know Jims parents at all and I Aave just seen him once or
twice. Ireceived Flossie Johnson's letter, also Mrs. Purson and and
Mrs. Spencer and Aunt Mable. S0 Jap is going into the N. avy. I
quiess he should go in All right if they would take Charles Munson.

Letter #27 I am glad you finally received some of my letters. It
was nice of Mr. Kenney to Aave those Letters sent down special. 1.
1765, Z.ne3no

Letter 56 Sept 24 1 am qlad dad could make the clam bake with
the other men. #e has always had qood sense about the Aftermath
of such things. T have seen enough of it in the Army to Last me & Life
time. They must have some new riding horses out At the farm if
Lucille and Glyn are riding. It was m’ce]a/mnv Kenator could get



home. Iquess he and Gladys will make a match some day. So Ken
and Meq are still qoing toqether. #e will ?ra]’mﬁly hang out At the
Clio House while he is home. I Jid not know Joan Ruff's father haq
died. Thatis terrible. He wasn't very old. I feel sorry for Mrs. Ruff
with the two girls. She was swell to me when I was at their home.

Iwas very glad to get your letter Dad. Iam getting so I look
forward to your Sunday letters. Iwish you could find time to g0
pheasant hunting. I hope you can get a deer anyway. Iquess you
won't be able to see any foothall qames this fall.

Letter #37. Iwonder W/u7 Joyce R asked about Pat Dems. She
knowsI don't hear from her. I'll be watching for the Xmas boxes
but I wish you wouldn't worry about Christmas.

Love,
E mcy



Saturday Night
October 1L, 1943

Dear Mom and Dad,

As you know I went to London Thu TSAAY And CAme back.
Friday night. Ireceived a letter from Bill Bennett Monday and he
said he wanted to meet me Thursday night at seven at the Mostyns
Red Cross Club. I didn’t have those days off but one the fellows was
qood enough to change shifts with me so I could make it. I arrived in
London Friday afternoon and went straight to the Mostyns Club
and reqistered for & room. It wasn't much of A trip to London from
here nothing much of interest to see. I arrived at Waterloo station
and took. the underground to Marble Arch. The underground is
much better than our New York. Su}7u7m75. The trains are clean and

nice.

I ate dinner at the Red Cross and waited
around for Bill. As it happened he nor Dick
Whiting showed up butIhada very qood time. I
inguired for Addie Bostelmann as soon as I got there
but she wasn't working then. She came in abut
seven thirty and I recoqnized her immediately. She

also knew who I wis and I was quite surprised As we
haven't seen each other for four or five years. She had to work so we



didn't Aave much time then. It was Alabama state night and as 1
am from New York I didn't qo into their party. After making sure
that Bill wasn't going to make it AT went out and wondereq
around A little but couldn’t see much do to the black. out.

I came back about ten thirty and met Addie. We had coffee
and sandwiches in the snack bar and talked over old times forat
Least two hours. Then she showed me where I was to sleep.

Friday morning I qot up about eight, Ate in the clup and took.
the underground to Picadilly Circus. Ispent the rest of the morning
Looking around at the sights and stores. T went into the service clup
At Rainbow Corner, but saw no one I knew. I visited Trmfmlgmr
Square, London Tower etc.

I went back at twelve-thirty to Mostyns as I was to meet
Addie there for lunch. She had Friday off so it was swell. She had
just purchased a mut of suspicious origin for five bob (shillings)
which is cheap enough. Sowe decided to take him for o walk.
After lunch we walked over through #yde Park and up to
Bu cking[mm Palace. Ttis A ﬁmutiful spot. Tt Lovks just as T had
seen it in pictures. We then went down 1717 the Serpentine And sate
on A bench and watched the ducks.

The doq is just & pup so T Aad to carry him most of the way
back. It was very funny she and I with the dog. So while I was
CATTYIng him I passed many officers + colonels etc and was very
embparrassed because I couldn't salute. Addie got abig Langh out of
it. She took great delight in showing me around.



We went back to the club mftar six And Ate dinner tagetfwr. I
Zeft London Fric(my m’gfvt as I had to be back at noon tac(mv and 1
didn't want to take A chance and miss A train and be Late.

It ws so much fun meeting Addie. Sheis alovely girl. She
isn't exactly beautiful but is qenwine, wholesome and refined. It
does one good to see A qirl Like that as there Are so many cheap girls
aroungd now. Iwished I had opened Lucille’s camera and had it
with me.

The ]n’g thing is our reunion next Friday. Addie has planned
it and I quess it will be Lovely. There will be Bill and I, Dick
W/»iting, Asu gnost, Eq #iggins and Addie ARYWAY. Mmﬂm Ross
Bartlet. Addie is putting it in the Stars and Stripes so Anyone may
see it we don't know of.  She is going to Aave a photographer for
pictures etc. for Standard. Iwas sorry Bill idn't make it after
writing me but I will see him next week. I will take my camera
and have some pictures to send home.

London is just a ]71'7 city like N.Y. but it has a qufferent air
aboutit. Sort af ancient and modern combined. One can see
evidences of ﬁamﬁing everywhere, but it is cleaned up fairly well.
The Little old cabs are funny. They have old horns that you
squeeze like A bike horn. They qo tooting And rumﬁling }717 There s
a Lot to tell but T have neither time nor space. 1 also must same
some for when I get home.

#a;ae you Are all ok.
Love,



K mc17



Thursday Night
October 28, 1943

Dear Mom and Dad,

Tt is rather cold outside but nice And warm here in the tent.
Gil and I collected a Lot of chestnuts before dark. and roasted them
and now we are eating them. There are Loads of chestnut trees
around here. We have to fight the squirrels off to get them but we
mAnAqged tv et some. Sleeping in A tent isn't Aalf bad if you have
A yatJmlliea{ stove to keep yyou warm.

I have been tkinking abut Christmas presents for you for some
time now and decided this. Although Ican ]’71417 some things over
here to send home it is & proplem. I could ]’71417 some nice expensive
presents but I can't insure them. I will start buying some Little
souvenirs as Keepsakes but during the Christmas rush they might
qet Lost. What Iwant to do is take my fifty dollar allotment for
November and use it for Christmas. I want you to take thirty five
Aollars and get yourselves each something or & present together. The
vther fifteen is for grandma, Lucille, Glyn and Corky. Idon't care
how or what you use it but use it as T say. By doing thisIdon't
have to worry about presents qetting Lost and I might buy
something over here which you wouldn't Like. I'think thisis the
best way. Twant to get & few Little things from time to time but



nothing very expensive. If you think of anything you have heard
of over here that I can qet I will qet it if possible. I am qoing tohuy
some Christmas cards and send them out. Sunday the eaqle smiles
mgm'n. Also T have 350 more in the bank. If the war Lasts lang

enough I'll be & millionaire but in that case I want to be & pauper.

The leaves have all turned here and the woods are very
beaus tiful. It reminds me so much of the woods around home. Ican
Just picture Dad and I starting out with our quns. We surely have

a Lot of qood times ahead of us Dad.

T am qlq Vaurbusiness is good. Hope 911714’5 stores Ate gong ok. I
have received some nice letters from Lucille, but don't qet time to
write her much. Hope you Are all well.

Give my reg&m(s to 9mm(mm and neig/»ﬁars.

Love
VE mcy



Sunday Night
November 14, 1943

Dear Mom and Dad,

It has been another miserable day here. It is cold and raining
out. Itis quite comfortable here in the tent though. Murray came
back. tonight from his seven day furlough. #e visited Scotland and
had & good trip. Iconld have qone this next week but I want to
wait until I have a bit of money so I can have a qood time And 771417
some things.

T have eleven ;mckmges here now. T quess I will have some
Christmas. T have one fram the Shearer’s, Carrol 4 Edith, Aunt
Mable, three Jrom Lucille and five from you and Dad. Ikeep
mentiam’ng it to you so you will know that your ;mckmges have
AarrTived in good shipe.

I have also been receiving your letters fm'rly well af Late #48,
41,20, 57 and F5. Twas gLad to receive the Letter from Ronnie
Walsh. Think of ﬁeing in Iceland for twenty six months. This is
bad enough here in some respects but Iceland. The E.T.0 meaning
England specifically is the best place for foreign service there is. T
was very fortunate to come here.



Don't forget to take my November allotment for Christmas. I
was surprised to hear mom say she got to Like those dogs. Iwish Dad
could get A bird doq for company until I get home. The we could use
him for hunting.

I haven't been doing much of anything exciting. Iexpect to 4o
someplace visiting tomorrow. I mentioned that we qo into a village
after at night to dance, movies etc.

I am in good health and feeling fine so don't worry. Ihope you
are all well. Thank grandma Ashley for her letter. #ope I hear
Jrom you tomorrow.
Love
Tracy



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638
% Postmaster NYC
November 25, 1943

Dear Mom and Dad,

Just a note to let you know I am fine and that I had a nice Thanksgiving. I hope you all had a nice,
happy Thanksgiving. I can look back tonight on all the happy Thanksgivings I had at grand old ninety-four.
I can’t remember a Thanksgiving (except last year of course) when we were not at home and we always had a
good dinner too. Dad, Turkey usually. This year neither grandma or I were at home but don’t think we
weren't thinking of you. I hope next year will be a happier ThanRsgiving for all of us. I pray you are well
and happy.

All my love,
Tracy

\V Mail



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638

December 1, 1943

In England

Dear Mom and Dad,

I am writing this because I think you will get it sooner than the air mail letter I have just finished. I
have written in the last two days as I have been quite busy. We moved into the place we were at last. 1
don’t [iRe it here too well but don’t expect to stay here long. In cas you should not hear from me for a while
don’t worry. I am going to nice quiet place.

I will let you kKnow where I am after I get there. I don’t kKnow when I am leaving here but you can
tell by my letters. Don’t worry it is a swell safe place. You will be very surprised when you learn where it is.
I tis not the V.S. of course but it will be OK_I guess.

Love
Tracy

\V Mail



Friday Night
December 3, 1943

Dear Mom and Dad,

T am still here and just waiting to move. As I told you in my
Last Letter I don't know when we will move. It may be a Jew days or
weeks. Thereis natking to worry about my moving. Of course you
will be surprised I suppose when you fim{ out where I am. Ican tell
you I will still be in the British Isles. In case it takes a Ay or two
to get this don't worry abut not hearing. The mail may be just a
Little slower than it is here.

T have been quite 7714517 since we moved into here, but haven't
accomplished much. Today I'took a drive to a city near here (on
business). Tomorrow I am 7ain7 on Another little excursion. T expect
to see some of England I have not seen waare.

We aren't c(aing wedther work while we Are Wm'ting but so
farThaven't had much free time. I can't see Anything in my tent
at night. This Red Cross Club here is very nice. I can write and
listen to the radio. Imay not be able to write Aaqain tomorrow night
as it may be Late when I get back.



I have been qetting a letter from you everyday. Today I also
received another Christmas box marked October 24, I have received
Letters #77, 74 77 and Vmmil letters of Nov 21 (you and dad) LZ.
Twas surprised to learn Ken Jones is on his way overseas. They
certainly are sam{ing them over g_‘uickly. I am. sorry to hear you Ve
had & cold Mom. You must take care of yourself. Thave heard of
Ashleys over here many times but have not met any. I am glad to
hear you sent some oranges. I will have to open all my Christmas
boxes before we move I quess. It would be hard to carry the boxes. T
am sorry your cold made you miss church Sun Nov Z1. Thanks for
sending me the bulletin. Am glad to see Potter is now A corporal.
Eating Thanksqiving out was a qood idea. It saved you all the
work. etc.

Twas very sorry to hear you couldn't get out deer hunting the
Z4% Dad. Very tough Luck. Thope you could get out Latter in the
week. Let me know about it.

I will be nice fyou g0 up to Lucille’s and give Corky. You
were Very right in your Letter mom. Should help Cork to have a
nice time. Heis only a little oy and Xmas means so much to him.
Grandma wis Always doing for others. I quess when we get older we
do realize whit older people have gone through doing and giving
with a smile. Tt will seem very strange to me to get back and not
have grandma there. Ileft ]’7efare Treally got to miss her. You were
the one to get the blunt of that. Don't think Idon't miss herin A
different sense Knowing she won't be there to greet me. In another
way I feel she is near me and watching me. She is closer now than

Tmfam.



Dan’tfarget my Nov. allotment far your Christmas. I am

well and fm}a;;vy. Please don't worry.
Love

T mu;



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster, NYC
4 December 1943
Dear Mom and Dad,

I just finished an air mail letter but am writing this in hopes that you will hear sooner. I
have not moved as yet and of course don’t Rnow when it will be. It may be a few days or
" a couple of weeks. As I told you in my last letter there is nothing for you to worry about.
> | ltisa place in the British Isles. I have been quite busy since we came in here. I haven't
8 fad time to get my stuff in shape. There is no light in our tent. I am at the Red Cross
Club here which is nice. A radio and a snack bar. I stay here because I don't like the tent. Today I took a
little business trip to a city nearby. Tomorrow I am going on another little tour and I will see some parts of
England which I have not seen before. I may not be back until evening so I may not get to write. I have
received letters #73, #74, #75 also a letters from you and dad on 21 and 22 of Nov. Be sure and use my
Nov. allotment for Christmas. Please don't worry me. Tell Uncle Andy I am moving like his father would be
too. I am fine and happy. I hope to get into London once more but don’t RKnow if I shall maRe it. Say hello to

the CrocRer’s for me. Thank you for the lovely Christmas Card. I also received one from the Herb Stanton’s.
Wl keep you informed of my movements.

Love,
Tracy

\V Mail



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron

Cortland, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster, NYC
January 2, 1944

Dear Lucille, gn + Corky,

I was very sorry to learn that all of you have been suffering from grippe. In moms last letter she said

you were all up except Corky. I do hope he is better. In must have been tough on you Glyn just before
Christmas.

I do hope you all managed to have a nice Christmas inspire of everything. I especially hope you had a

Merry Christmas Corky. I hope you will write to me and tell me what Santa Clause brought you. Also, how
is school coming.

Lucille, mother said she and all of you thought I should save the money I wanted for your Christmas.

It is very nice of you all t think so, but I will be very disappointed if you don’t use it. I want you to persuade
mother that it is not nice of her not to use it. Please do this for me. I almost forgot. “Happy New Year”

Love
Tracy

VYAVEL



Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker. Jr Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

89 South Main Street 21° Weather Squadron
Homer, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster NYC

January 16, 1944

Dear Lucille, Glyn + Corky,

I Rnow it has been some time since I written to you so I thought I would drop you this note to let you

Rnow I am still here. It is a fairly quiet existence we spend here. An occasional move, and rarely a trip to
Belfast.

We here are just like everyone else not home just waiting for the expected invasion and the end of it
all. We hear all sorts of rumors as to the end of the Germans. Some say by Easter others next Christmas. 1
believe around August or September. What do you think? The Russians of course are doing a marvelous job.

How are you Corky and is school going alright? I wish I could see you in school. I bet you are the
prize pupil.
Love
Trace

\V Mail



Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker Jr. Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

89 South Main Street 21°t Weather Squadron

Homer, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster, NYC
January 27, 1944

L Dear Lucille, Glyn and Corky,

Yesterday I received three letters from you Jan 2" + 3. I was very pleased to get them as I have been
getting very little mail these last few weeRs. I hope also that the New Year will bring much happiness to all
of us. I am glad you and Glyn could attend the club dances. You must have had a real time at the parties too.
I imagined that the dance would be very small this year. It was nice Bob Potter, R,T. Clark and some of the
fellows could get back forit. It looks as though .......

I am gland CorRy is turning out to be such a jolly fellow. (Can not read)

I hope you are all fine and that Glyn finishes his inventory alright. I am fine and am trying to enjoy life.
Love,
Tracy

\V Mail



Monday Night
Febru Aty 8, 1744

Dear Mom and Dad,

T am sorry I didn't have time to write sooner but I have been
Vertj }’714517 since I 701& back. One af the other fellaws took. aﬁ‘ AS SO0 AS
7 7at back so that left the station with cml17 three men nqm’n.

T had & wonderful time on my furlough. Istaved in London
ALl of the time except when I went to Staines to see Wasf. Twent
with when I was stationed near them.

Ileft here a week. aqo Saturday. Icould have Left Friday but
Teouldn't get & plane. 1ot a ride As far as Wales in a Lockheed
twin engine transport. Besides a Colonel I was the only passenger.
In Wales I went into the weather Station and qot A ride on A
flving Fortress down about t/virty miles fram London. Ienjoyed the
ride on the Fort very much. It was a beau tiful sight Looking down
on England. The ground Looks Like A patch work quilt. Ileft here
At mine t/»irty but didn’t qet into London (Kings Cross Station)
until seven thirty P.M. Icouldn't get a train until after four
however. Saturday night “Jerry” gave me a hot welcome with a
nice raid. Iqot under cover of curse but saw some of it and it was A
4094 show. T Just went down to Picadilly Circus and Rainbow



Corner Sat nite And went back. to the Mostyn. Early Sunday
morning I was up earlier and went on one of the tours of London. In
the afternoon I went over to Hyde Park and Listened to the soap box
orAtors.

Isaw & conple of qood plays in London Silver Beads and
Seclenyy Was A murder {rama And The Lisbon Story. Addie
recommended both playsto me. Ialsosaw a few 7004{ movies. For
Whom the Bells Toll, Guadalcanal Dm'n?, Sahara et.

Tvisited Madam Tussaud's Wax Museum which is guite 4ood.
She has wax frqures of Almost every important figure in the world
and the costumes are very extravaqant. Ivisited the London art
qalleries, Kew Gardens and the London zoo. Iquess the London Zoo
is the Largest in the world. Iwent out with Addie a couple of times
but she keeps really 1714517 At the Red Cross.

Thad & funny experience on the way to London. At the filed
where I Landed the fort T wis going out the gate to go to town to
catch a train. Icanght sight of a familiar face and there was
Lewis #olesterl from Cortland.

Twish I had time to write of all my doings but I will tell you
when T qet home. Icouldn't catch a plane out afLam{an far NI soT
took. the train to Liverpool Friday. Istaved in the Red Cross all
m’g[»t and left Saturday morning in & C~47 Saturday morning. It
was A beautiful trip. We passed over the Isle of Man and a Lot of
Little islets. T[wv Looked like ] ewels down there in the Trish Sea. I



was fortunate to e able to fly over to England and back as it saved
me A Lot of valuable time.

When I got back I had a ot of mail. Twon't try to g0 into the
Letters tonight. Thave to work tonight so I will close this. Iwill try
to get my letters on the way reqularly to you aqain. Ihope you
idn't worry while I was on furlough. Iknow Ididn’t go much into
detmil, but haven't time at least tonight to tell you much.

Love,
E mc17 ]r.



Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker Jr. Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

89 South Main Street 21 Weather Squadron

Homer, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster, NYC
February 15, 1944

. Dear Lucille, Glyn + Corky,
Just a line to let you Rnow I am thinking of all of you. I have meant to write before this but just

didn’t seem to get to it. I am so glad you and Glyn could get down to New York for a while. I Rnow the
change will have done both of you a world of good.

Things here are abut the same. Every day seems liRe any other day and the only end in sight is the end
of the war I guess. I hope it will all be over this year.

Thanks a lot for your Valentine Corky. I did enjoy the Santa Clause you sent me for Christmas very
much. 1 still have it on my shelf. How is school going these days? I hope you are learning lots and lots. I
don’t suppose I will know you when I get home you will have grown so.

I guess I will close for now. Thanks ever so much for all you swell letters. I hope you are all happy.

Love
Trace

\V Mail



Friday Morning
March 17, 1744
N. I

Dear Mom and Dad,

Yesterday was a veru happy day for me. My CO and I drove to

A town not 1o far distant and visited A Linen factory. We were
shown ALl through the factory by a quide and it was most
interesting. We didn't see Any Jlax but we saw the course linen
fil’mrs which are made into thread. The most interesting part wis
the looms when the weavers make the pieces. Some of the work was
really beautiful. We saw where the cards are made (punched out)
which are the patterns for the designs. It was quite emﬁmmssing At
time to go through Pecause the girls were whistling and hollering at
us. Very annoying with the war their output of Linen goods has
increased and they are now making some cotton qoods. Some of the
hand painted designs are exquisite. We couldn't buy anything at
the factory. We could order something and send the money to the
New York. office and they send it to yyou from there. It is & matter of
six to eight weeks however.

Iwas also happy today because when 1ot back T had some
letters fram home.

Feb 1¢ #113

Feb 12 #114



I have never been to Eire (7) Ireland as we are not allowed to.
Stricter than ever now too. I have visited Queens University and I
saw the Antrim Mts. Yesterday on my trip. We passed through
Antrim. It was abeautiful day and the scenery was beautiful.

I.nmol.no 3 noe4. 0.K. 5. 1755 b. 1765 7.n0§. 1735

A letter from Lucille written Feb 21 and two Vmails Jrom you
Feb 22 and Z4%. T am glad Don Lewis Arrived safely in England.
Mmﬂm Twill have A chance to see him sometime. As the Kelley ]7017
SAYs it 15 Very beautiful when the sun does shine. The qrass is very
qreen and Little Jlowers are out.

I almost forqot the important good news. Yesterday I heard }717
orders from headgunrters that I have been promoted to staff serqeant
Affective March 1. It takes quite A while for mail to reach here
from England and that is why I just received word. It made me
very happy after ]’7&1’147 a buck serqeant for A year. I quess they
finally recognized talent etc. (ha hn)

Well I will close far now. I am yutting A little Spray o f
shamrock in which Ibought yesterday. Today being St. Patrick’s
Dm7 you know.

Love
VE mc17 ]r.




Monday Night
March 20, 1744
N.I.

Dear Mo,

Tonight I am profabl Yy the SAGRESE yyorng man LAAE ever Lived.

Iwas shocked horrpl. vy ang now I feel just namp all over. This
ajternoon I typeq yon A letter, little Rnowing About what haq
tnken place At home. When I finisheq work Iwent over to the marl
room o see 1f Thaq any mail. Thaq twv letters. A Vinail from
Lucille written /7'2}/‘&1/”7 L ang yonr letter ﬂ/[ the 7. Twas
very hippy 1o get some mail Ang reaq Locille s letter first which
whS Very cheerful Ang sau nothing afpﬂq’!}ezhj sick. Then T
opened yonr letter Ang wis stunneq. Thave trieq to think that 1
WAS freaming Ang hag & nightmare. Itook A wilk throvgh the
Jrels ang back still in A daze. One of the fellow’s Rindly ofjereq to
wor jor me z‘mzfﬁz‘}m‘ Tfinnlly went to work myselyf as I conlgn 't
stand just sitting here. Tfeel so helpless ang jar wiy from it all.

Mom T Apprecinte your writing me yoursely ang not sending
me & cable. TE wis A Little easier this wiy ang also spareq me o few
weeks of unitold misery.

ThAVE SAL here [for sometime now AsKing myself why ang Gog
whiy but can fing no answer. IL15 the same guestion LAt many



Aave Askeq mAny times. We people Aere on eArth Know so little
when it Comes 20 the important things but Gog must AAve A reason.
This WAr AAS CAnseq untolyl JeAths in this olg worlg ang Ifeel in a
WY LAAE 1L 15 in pArE responsible for grangima’s ang Pags death. 1
hope ﬂﬂz‘}uz‘f/%el LAAE they worrieq Abut me ang if helped to run
them gown. If in some wiy I might have shirkeq my duty to
conntry Ang home these things might not AAve Adppened. Jt is
Strange sometimes how the pecple who Always try to e their duty
Ang the right thing Are often maRe to sujfer most. Jthink in the
Last few years 1 g retain some of grandma’s fine teaching theogh
ang Pelieve that Goq does know pest.

T know mether ear LAAL yyon Ang Lucille fuf everything that

WAS AvimArnly /ﬂ,f,fz;le Pbut it goesn 't prevent my wishing that ]
conlg have been there to qlo something. Yon see i Poth the case o
grangmn ang now Dag LhAt I wis ignorant of therr sickness. Troe I
Krew grangma wias ill Pt I gisq not know the seriousness of it

Daqs going anwiy wis such A blow. I trieq not to talk about
grangma i my letters fecanse I thonght 12 best. Now mother we
will hnve Both of them in ousr heArts Ang memories.

We all Loveq Dag. Everyone LAat Knew ham conlin 't hely
Put love ham. He was such A  firne hushang And jather Ang everyone
Krew 1f. A3 yyou Rnow he wis more LAAE A JALther E0 me he wis my
Fest friend. #e left me & heritage to be prong ofi He was all a by
conlq ASK for i A JALher Ang SAcrificed many times for me Eo Aave
Lhings. #e Also FAUGAE me Lo Love the outqoers ang natore. Jf Tever

AAVE the opportunity Thope I can Fe just a gunrter of the man ang
JAther he whs,



We all loveq ham so and T know he loveq us angd would 4o
anything for vs. 1 am sure he Knew how much we all loveq him. 1
A 50 50r7Y 1L AAppened Just AL the time I wis reaqy to e things for
him. #He hag few gooq times or VACALIons. MAany A night TAAVE SAE
here and planneq the things we woulf e when 1. jﬂl‘}ﬂck,

I ion ¢ feel very }rﬂzhy z‘ﬂm'yﬁz‘mﬂz%er}uz‘f have been Lrying to
think. Idon't Know hew much money TAAVE in the fbank }uz‘gﬂ_u
Are touse i A5 you see [fit. Tomorrow I will see abont the depenqency
Allotment. I don't Rnow how much 1t 15 or much about st Tqe
Know Tpay some Ang the govermment pays some. Outsige of this I
will hAVE money to send home As Alwnys. The other allotment of
B7500 T wivte apout will be cancelleq but if will be some Amount. T
Lhink you shonly try to get rif of the car. When 1 get home we Ul
j.ez‘ﬂ new’ one.

tnder no circomstances let go of the honse. We will Pe able to
Reep it very easily anq when I, 7ez‘}ﬂck we want to live in Daq’s
honse. Don 't worry mom we will get along just fine Ang AAVE some
gooq Eames tov. T hope you A% g0 tv /Fuﬂz‘ﬂﬂﬁelf/%rﬂwﬁz'le ang
then come PACK. YJou might get Lovise or Nina or somebogly to stay
With you Put this 15 st A snggestion. Twish there were some wiy I
conly get BACK Just for A few qiays AL [eASt Fut this 15 the Army yom
Rrnow’. Don't worry abut me I will be  fine. Yov tAKe cAre of
yoursel). I yon get & colg or Anything get in beq immeqintely. As 1
2olq yyous L am not vy to par ang my talk /Jrﬂ}ﬂ}l Yy 15 tncoherent.
Flease thovgh do not worry. We can get Along swell. Tt won the tow
Long before I will come marching home ang we will Aave Pags house



Jor the tw of s Angl LALK ovier olg qrys. We will take some lovely
Lrips Ang see things we 've AlWAYys winteq,

TEnow the funernl was nice Ang simple as Pag wralg wish. T
wnAgine he hag lots of flowers. Tt still seems ke A gream. You Are
the one I feel sorry [or As you Are there Ang hAve 1o g through if. 1
A here mmiles AwAY And 1t doesn 't seem A real 1o me AS yoo.
Alreadly there seems €0 be A great epnptiness in me as thomgh
something haq gone.

T hope you will write me more particnlass. Especially what
Dad saiq ang everything. 1Xnow he is up there with grangma ang
Mﬂyfzz she 15 making ham pres again. Ilike to think she 1s
anywiy. Ican bear it ALight mom dear ang you too. HAVE f[Aith
Aang conrige. This ol worlq is in An awjnl mess Ang sometimes I
think Paq/is better off with no worries. #He can see us all ang Know
WAAE we Are ;{ﬂz'ﬂj,

Mother /mmzlfﬂ me yon will tAke care ﬂ/[ 7ﬂur,fﬂ//{ Iwant Yyou
there at 74 when I, jﬂz‘}ﬂck, We will carry on for DAgs sake andg
AAVE frin like he wrnly wint.

There 15 50 much Lhat conlq be sasg but you Just can £ say if.
Hovs musst realize Aﬂuff/fzel as g you. 77 here 15 little vse in
l‘ﬂ[kiﬂy more now’, The main tﬁzhj ﬁﬂm 7ow o7t 15 Yyou ang me — so
ake care 7/[ 7%#;3//{ Tell Lucille Tam very serry /[ar her ang onl; Yy
wish I was there to Aﬁl/ oo,



I am giaq I wis able to hely what little 145, Thope it was all
LhAL WS needleq. YJon must not worry abont money or anything. I
TEPERL AGALIL 112 1T AS Y001 SEE  fot. T Am sure my allviment will fe
ﬂ}ﬂuz‘eﬂﬂujﬁ 2o Keep things going (il T, jﬂz‘}ﬂck, Flease don 't
worry Mom And please take care of yonrsely. Goq Bless you.
AL m Y love,

7?/%7 /r,



Tuesa{my Afternaan

March 21, 1744
N.I.

Dear Mom,

Today is & very gloomy day here or it has been cloudy all day.
I feel very Low myself mmy]’m that helps to make the day sosad. T
Just awoke from A short nap. Iworked this morning from five
thirty until eleven-thirty and I didn't get much sleep Last night. I
Just have to work and try to Keep my mind occupied or else I'LL 4o
crazy I quess. 1 feel as though everything had gone out of my Life.
Nothing interests me. The war seems unreal and of no account.
Before the war news wis my whole existence hoping the end would

come soon.

I am still Mking and Wam(ering but can fina{ no answer. The
answer rests with God. He must know best dear. If onecan’t believe
in him one can't believe anything. You wonder why all this has to
happen to us while other people go 77lissfwll17 along vnmindful of
wars and traqedies. Sorrows Like these come to thousands of people
qaily and we have been Jortunate to have been spared so long. DA
wis not old but it was wice we could have him with us as Long as we
. Iwas unfortunate in not fming home these Last two yenrs but
he has built up so many fine memories for me for Always. #He
always called me June and I can hear him calling me now. I quess



there is no use in talking About things we both know. Idon't think
but what you and Lucille would let him go without a thing
tfwug/».

Now Mom please don't worry about me at all. Please! You
know the type of work I do and where I am so you have nothing to
worry about. I am qoing over this aAfternoon when I finish this and
see About the allotment. Ican’t find out from any of the fellows
Just how much it is. ITwill find out and let you know all abut it.
With my increase in pay it should be somewhere over a hundred
Aollars & month. You are not to worry over money At ALl Use it As
you need it and see fit. You must get Along alright until I can get
home. When I do what times we two will have. Iwill get a nice

J ob in Cortland or near there and live at 74 s always. We'll sit
fmfare the fire and talk.of Dad 5 Grandma and enjoy ourselves just
thinking of them. We will take some trips on my VAcations And
have wonderful times together.

My olq brain is still not Jii nctioning properly ifitever did. I
can't seem to think of any brilliant ideas until I get back. It
would be nice if you could qet someone ang stay at 74. You would
have to hire someone to shovel and take care of fire. Ithink it best
that you visit Aunt Mable and stay with Lucille for awhile at
least.

The main thing is for you to take care of yourself. Idon't
know what I would do if anything hdpped to you. Please do not
worry. Hou must be strong and Look. fammn( to my return. We will



then have many qood times together. Please write and tell me
everything you are doing. I feel so helpless and far way.
Love
Tracy



Wec(neSc(Mj A’ftarnaan
March 22, 1944
N.I.

Dear Mom,

As Yyou can ?ra}’?m’?lg tell }’717 the twaeu/riting I am over at the
station At present. I was not able to see About the allotment
yesterday so I went over the first thing this morning. Imade out
the yapers and it is to take affect April first. Ttisn't much butl

adtd 4
know it will /\Al}j some. It is called a class B allotment and I pay
$2Z and the gaVemment pays $z28 mmkinq A total af $.50.

T had to decrease my savings allotment which I had written
you was increased to 377 per month. It is now 350 Like it Always
was which makes a total of $100. They told me you might qet the
checks for April and May At the same time instead of getting the
April one at the end of April. This leaves me $56.50 after my
nsurAnce money is taken out. I will send you money orders along
as I am able tosave. T hope this will be enough for you to carry on
with until I am able to get home. We will make out fine now
don’t you worry.

T have not received any more mail since that letter telling me
about Dad’s passing AWAY. Tt s still hard for me to believe it. In
fact it seems Like A dream — abad dream. Iwish I could just get



home for & few hours and talk with you but we still have a
tremendous | ob to do ]’7efare we ALl can come home.

I am sure Lucille and Glyn will see that you are alright as
best they can until I can get there. I am sure Aunt Mable will
want you to stay with her until you feel like coming home Aqain.
Ithink it best that you do get away for awhile.

There is Little more I can sAY abutit. You know how I feelast
do you. There is nat/»ing we CAn o now except be /vm}y}av in
knowing that Dad is happy and enjoying A much earned rest. I
wish I could have done more for him and T had such nice plans for
the three of us after the war. We, however, must carry on as he
would have wanted us to have. #He was such & qood sport abut
everything and did so much for eVeﬁﬂnn(V. He harqly ever thought
of himself but al ways me or Little Corky. Building t/»ings Jorus
Aand c{aing eVeth/m'ng to make our lives more [Lﬂ})}ﬂ?. Ican'tbearit
Mom, dear, but I must for your sake as you must for mine. After I
get home we Shall have much to talk abut and much to be
thankful for. Please mom, don't worry And for qoodness sake wWAtch
your health.

AL my love,
T mcyjr.



Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker Jr. Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

89 South Main Street 21°t Weather Squadron

Homer, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster, NYC
March 29, 1944

. Dear Mom,

I didn’t write at all yesterday or I was busy all day and I didn'’t feel like writing at night. I didn’t have
anything I could write about. I tried to read a little but went to bed instead I am very fortunate to have my
work to keep my mind and body occupied. If I sit still very long I begin to get restless.

I don’t Rnow how to address your letter so I am sending them to Lucile until I hear. I Rnow she will be able
to forward them to you. I presume that you are or were with Aunt Mable. I hope you are well and getting
some rest you have been through a great strain and you must get some rest and take care of yourself.

I myself feel 0.k, and I am in good health my work is interesting and I am getting along fine. The days go by
but the end of the war seems no nearer. I imagine this summer will see heavy fighting and the end of the war
next fall. Please stay well and don’t worry.
Love,
Tracy Jr.

\V Mail



Tuesday Night
A }91’1[ 4, 1744
North Ireland

Dear Mom,

I am now down At the station As you can probably tell. Iwork only
until midnight tonight. Islept most of the day today as I worked
quite Late Last night. Tt has been another miserable Ay here Again
today and it Looked for awhile this evening as though it were qoing
to clear up but I quess it won't. Thad a'YV mail letter from Lucille
today, also A box from you mailed some time aqo no doubt. I haven't
had & chance to open it asyet. Iwas very glad to get some mail
from home as T haven't had any for some time. Lucille’s letter
Qidn't tell me much of what you have been doing these past few
weeks. I am very Anxious far A letter fram you telling me all you
have done. #s you know 7717 my Letters I have done very Little
except work. T am thankful that I have my work to Keep me busy.
We are working rather hard and long hours At present. Ilike my
work. as you know and that helps you know.

Mom. I sure hope you are well and trying to be cheerful. The main
thing is not to let yourself get in A rut. Try to take An interest in
all the things you were in and keep busy. You must relax however
and get plenty of rest.

It is now eight o'clock. and is plenty Light and will be Light until
well mftar ten. It sure seems strange to have it lig/»tfar 5o 1(714«9.



I haven't been payed as yet for Last month but you should get my
fifty dotiar allotment just the same. You need not worry abut a
thing. Idon't Rnow how much money I have in the bank but I
have enough I wish you would pick out a nice suitable stone Jor
Dads grave. Something simple but nice. Itis something I want
done As soon As ?assiﬁle.

T wish I had something interesting to write abut Mom but I don't
Lead a Very interesting Life here. Mostly work. Of course there Are
some things I can’t write about as I know your realize. Even that
however isn't very much or Very interesting. T have not heard any
war news in the Last couple of days so I can't even write abut that.
We don't seem to be qetting Anywhere s far as I can see. We don't
know everything of course and I presume everything is qoing
according to some grand strateqy or other.

I didn't have A chance to write to you Last night or I should say this
morning As I was quite 1714517. T'try toget A letter off everyday at
least. It is quite hard though to find something to write about. I
wish the mail was coming through more reqularly and quicker.

The letter I received today was written almost A month aqo. Itisn't
the Latest news is it? Lucille didn't tell me anything either. I am
hoping for a nice Letter from you soon telling me what you have

been c{aing.

I wonder what kind of weather you are having at home now. I
suppose you Are getting April showers as per usual. Icould stand
them ok. 1]‘ I could be there. Ttisswell T suppose to travel around ang



see the world but as for me I'lL take the qood old U.3.4. Isuppose the
main difference is that in this case we have to stay here and can'’t
pack up And come home when we want to.

Tean't imaqine 74 without anyone living init. Just fmfare Tget
back you must open it up Aqain And be there when I qet there. Yfes
it will be a Lonesome old place but we will Liven it up won't we. It
is A beautiful home and I conldn’t imagine living any where else.
can harqly wit to get home and fix it all up homey as Dad always
kept it.

Iwill have to close now mother dear. There is work. to be done. 1 hope
you are well and feeling fine. Take care of your health. I am fine.

AllL my love,
T mc17 ]r.



Thursday Night
A‘}yril Z7, 1144
N.I.

Dear Mom,

T didn’t receive any mail today so I have little to write about. Tt
has been cloudy all day but so far we have had no rain. 301 quess
it hasn't been a bad day after all. I've spent most of the day down
at the weather station. I think Ishall go to the movies tonight. Tt
sn't A Very good picture, but it is samet/ving to do. The picture is Joe
E Brown in the “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” It is & very olq
picture but mmﬂm Tcan get some lmugﬁs out of it.

Thaven't had any Letters since you went back. to Homer, but I trust
you got there 0. k. T /w;ye you will write me abut any Pra]ﬂems that
arise. I am sure you will be very well taken care of by Lucille 5
917% until 1 7et home. If you have any questions About ?ra}yertiy
etc t/wug/» please let me know.

T have tomorrow off so I may qo to Belfast. There isn't much to do
there but it is fun to Look Around the town and qo into some of the
stores. Ireceived A Very nice letter from Paul McCann so I thought
I would send it on to you. #He s A nice fellow and A qood friend. I
hope he can come and visit us after the war. Keep happy and don't
worry. I feel fine. Say hello to the Crocker Jrs for me.

Love,



K mc17



D—Dag
Junt 6, 1944
Somewhert in wales

Hello Mow diéar,

tam very sorry 1 haven't beew writing Like 1 should want but
honestly 1 have beew very busy, Hf 1eould tell you all 1 am dolng and
what 1 have done You would understand, | Ruow You will understand that t haven't
been able to write although 1 think of You constantly,

we learned early this morning as no doubt You Rnow at this time that the tnvasion
has started. we all feel very much away from things where we are here, 1t will be a
tough fight for awhtle 1 am afratld but | pray that now it will all end quickly so all of
us can get home again soon. | feel sorry for those boys over there and only wish |
might be able to help them tn some small way), There will be a Lot of anxious people at
home today and | kinow you art praying for a successful and speedy victory, The
news of the lnvasion was just as much a surprise to me as you at home, Of course we
all realized it must come sooner or Later, 1 hope the Germans were surprised,

thave beew Living quite a rugged Life myself these past few days, it is a healthy Life
though and t feel very fit, The food Ls good too. 1 can't say too much for the weather
however, | have recelved a few letters while t have beew out here #16 May 22, tam
sorry to hear Corky was in bed with a cold, thope he is better by now. tam very glad
to hear you have been out around with your friends, This is what you need wmost, It
was wnice of Don Shearer to offer to do our Lawn for us, 1 am surprised to hear Reg
Young Ls getting married, tthought he was to stingy to spend money on a girl.

#18 May 25 t am glad Yyou are very wise to take the position at Theta Phi, Of course |
want you to stop whenever you feel it is too much for You, It will be interesting and
leeps You occupied, tthink you will enjoy the girls a Lot,

twish 1 could tell you all 1 am doing and have been doing but t want to have
something to tell you whew t get home,

I hope Lt won't be Long before we end this now so | can get home and we can Live together
at 94. we will have a Lot of comfort in each other anod enjoy ourselves, Please don't
worry) about me and try to enjoy Yourself all you can, 1 receiven Lucille's Letter of
May 16, Thanks a lot Lucille, VUl try and write more whew 1 can get settled,

tthink of you all the thme and pray you are all well, tam fine,
ALl my Llove
Tracy Jr.



Thursday Night
Mm7 1%, 1744
N.I.

Hello Mom dear,

I am sorry I have neqlected you the Last couple of days but I have
been quite 11714517. Don't think I haven't been tkinking af you
however.

# April Zb. Am glad to hear everyone thinks you Look healthy. I
wish I could see you. Ihadn't heard Jere Sullivan was a prisoner.
Do you mean he is missing? I am so sorry. April ZTth no number. 3o
Lucilleis helping Glyn out at the store. Bob Hammell will do right
by us I am sure. I am soglad you have such a pleasant bedroom. It
sure is nice to AAVe A pleasant place. Anytime you get A chance to
q0 Mu?u/[wre AGE or . M g0 and enjoy Life all you can. I wish Dad
had done more of this. Of course Iwon't be anywhere near as handy
around the house as Dad was but I will certainly try my best. T
think you over rate me most of the time.

#7 April Z8. Corky must be a Lot of company for you. Iwish I could
see the Little fellau?. S0 Bob C.isa co-pilot on a bomber. Itis
danqgerous work. but I think. he Loves Jiying. Questionl. no Z [ 71T
know Mrs. Clark will be glad to have you come there when you are
down home.



Lucille's letter A‘;aril 30. It was swell you were Able to 7et to
Cortland church. Ttis nice Glyn 5 Corky can get out fishing once
in awhile. How are the fisk ]’n’ting this Yyer glyn?

#§ MAay 1. Jane was pretty much on the ball abut radiosnode. 3o
she heard it on the radio. Yfes I quess it is quite important when
qiven its choice. Ican't get over Jere. I do hope they get word he is
mlrig/vt or At the most A prisoner. Iwis h you would farget about
working. I wouldn't stand forit. Idon't want anyone else living
in our house so don't think. of renting it. Iwant it just as Dad left
it when I get home.

#IMay 4. Treceiveq this letter earlier and wrote you aboutit. I
also receved AV mail letter fram your written May Z. “Lm{y n
the Dors” is supposed to be a qood picture but of course T haven't seen
it.

The weather here has been fairly good for Ireland the pas few days.
Itisn't hot but camfarmﬁle. Rather cold at nigh though. Most of
our time is taken up with work. these days. As you ;yra]mﬁly
realize. We will be busier all the time. In case A few days q0 1717
without mail don't worry. I'lL try to keep the letters coming. You
realize that the next few months are very important and will no
doubt decide the outcome of the war.

T had a nice Letter from Bill Bennett. He is recus }aernting from his
operation. He writes Don Lewis visited him. Iwould Like tosee him.
I also had A card from Adeline Bostelmann and she said there was to



be a Cortland reunion At Mostyn Red Cross Club on May 1% I
doubt if Ishall be there however.

I'must close for now. TaKe care of yourself and have fun. Don't
worry I am fine. It won't be Long fmfare Tget home.

AllL my love dear,
T mcg]r.



Thursday Night
May 29, 1944
Bngland

Dear Mow,

well here 1 am back tn Merry ole England again, | am not at any of
the places 1 have been previously but not too far from one place 1 was,
Naturally tcan't tell where tam but 1 am n etwsores-Bngland,

tam sorry | haven't written tn the last few days but you can understand why, The
trip down was quite nice and we saw many interesting sights, The weather has been
very hot here, Owe persplres just sitting still, ttis as hot as anytime 1 remember in
England last summer,

it ls a very beautiful place, 1t is a quaint Little town, 1 saw the dates on one house was
1569, Again | see the thatehed roofs and Little cottages so characteristic of England, 1
whished so much that you could have been with me on the trip, You get a very good
pleture of Bngland. We are having a thunderstorm here now and 1 hope it cools off a
bit. 1 suppose it will be too cold after this, We have been very busy and will continue
to be 1 suppose,

trecelved one Letter from You today, but there are a few in between. #15 wWed May 17,
Uhadw't received Lucille’s Letter telling me about Your belng House mother at Theta
Phi. 1 wish you would do it but | can't do much about it. i you feel you want to do
something | suppose this would be as nice as anything, The work isw't hard but dont
Let the girls get you down., 1t will be fun for You in away watching the girls get ready
to go to dances ete, When t come home You can tntroduce me to a Lot of nice girls,
Can You quit anytime you want to? You do what you think best mom dear, thope
You will enjoy it if You oo take the position.,

tthink you are right abut having the roof shingled, It is not too much money t think
and asphalt shingles are good,

it Ls nice you can go down to Blnghamton for awhile, 1t is always good to get away
for awhile,

t hope You are well, 1am fine, Don't worry and take care of Yourself, Say hello to the
Crocker’s for me,

All my Love,
Trac UJ v,



Tuesolag
JuL5 18,1944
Somewhere

Hello Mo dearest,

t wish 1 had wore time to write to You thaw t do as 1 know how much
You miss my Letters whew You don't receive them, twish also that 1
had wore to write about, So far we can not say anything about what
ls golng on, It seewms a Little too much censorship at thmes but 1 guess it is all for our
owwn good, 1 do want You to Runow there Ls nothing to worry about, trealize you will be
anxious to know where | am ete,

It has beewn etwsorest Left the LS, Sometlmes Bt feels Like a Life time andl at other
tlmes not so long, wWe have been very busy as so know and when one is busy the time
gots quickly. thave moved around a Lot that has helped to break the monotony, 1
have seen quite a bit eenserestin this year, It has been a sad year for You at home and
for me over here. 1 am sorry At can not be with you but it is right that t should be here,
t will be howee before Long anyway.

thaven't hao any wmail for almost a month now so | don't know much of what is
golng ow at home. 1 hope You are all well, 1 am fine and there is no need to worry at
all, The weather here s quite nice,

t hope You have a nice birthday and please know that t am thinking of you
constantly and looking forward to the day whew t can be with you, we are dong
fatrly well and the Russians are really driving. say hello to Crocker's for me,

Your loving sown,
Tracy Jr.



Thursday Night
July 27, 1944
Somewhere

Mow dear,

How are you this evenlng? it is afternoon tn Homer though 1 guess,
Today has beew cloudy but we have had no rain. Yesterday was a
lovely day. ttwas really warm and 1 spent quite a bit of time sitting out tn the sun.,
1 did get some sun burn on my back. How is Your weather at home? Nice 1 hope.

Today | recelved quite a few Letters, but wost of them were old, One 1 received from

_ane Abbott written April 14 + 17, She haol just gone to Hoboken with you to catch
your traiwn, 1 recelved Your Letter of April 23, #4. tthad Mr, sullivan’s Letter in it, 1t
was very thoughtful of him to write, Letter from Lucille june 27 tam glad you
finally had some nice weather whew You were bn etnsorea-Blnghamton, July 34 from
you,

Am glad to hear you are back in Homer o.R. 1t was nice of Uncle Carvol and Aunt
Edith to drive you up. It must have been some surprise to find Mary R then, It must
have beew quite a reunion with Harriett and Dick, tam so glad to hear Corky is o.k.
after the operation, 27 missions s quite a few for dan Lewis, 1 hope he gets through
safely. tam sorry | couldnt see him., July & from Lucille, Mary must have had a
wonderful time with you, shewas dolng something nice all of the time, 1 don't see
how You do so much Lucille, tam glad my Letters are getting through, Your Letters
are coming through better now,

twish 1 could make my Letters more interesting but at present it is lmpossible, tean't
tell you about things t see and do as that would tell you where 1 am ete. It is hard but
you understand, 1 am well and happy and waiting to get back, The war news Looks
as though it may be soon. Tell Andy Russell t would Like to go on a trip with him like
he took tn summer of 1938 when t get back, 1 hope You are all well and happy. Please
don't worry about me,

Your loving sown,
Tracy Jr.



Friday Night
August 11, 1944
Somewhere ln France

Mow dear,

tam sitting out of doors by our statiow listing to the radio and

| writing to you, We have the hit parade on and it is very nice. 1am
very olad t can at last tell you where tam. 1 have been here for some
time as you kRnow, tlike France and the French people very much, The climate here s
Loeal, very warm and suniny. The people are very friendly to us of course. We move
around a Lot and 1 have seen quite a bit of the tervitory we have liberated so far, Some
of the towns have been hit very badly and are a total ruin, 1 feel so sorry for the
French people, we wee them walking along the road with all of thelr possessions on
thelr backs or searching among thelr rulned homes looking for something they can
salvage, Bvery time we pass through a towwn the people run out to the road and wave,
shout vive le Americans and glve the v sign, If we have to stop cloer and wine bottles
fly out and we much have a drink. The people are starving for clgarettes anol bon
bons which we give them, Some of the girls are very beautiful and sometimes kiss us
which makes us very embarrassed, There are many orchards in this section and they
make a Lot of wine and cider, Bvery farmhouse has tow or three barrels of cloer, one
place where we bivouacked there was an ewmpty farmhouse with about a thousand
gallons of cloer, We had all we wanted, we see some horrible sights too, The
Germans are retreating very fast. All along the roads are wrecked trucks, cars and
tank with an occasional dead German Lying in the ditch, Americans are dying here
too. | awm very fortunate to be where t am, The air force has done a marvelous job o
bombing the retreating Germans and keeping theme on the run. 1 am as safe here as
n Bngland, 1 have gone through a couple of bombings and a strafing attack but
they didwt come closer. The people are so friendly and grateful. just now a farmer
came with clder for us, Most of thewm have suffered very much,

A Lot of thew have been in German prison camps or have relatlon there, The Germans
have taken all of the Young men and some girls to Germany to work, 1 recelved two
Letters from you today July1g + 23, 1 am sorry You hadn't beew rectiving my
letters, twas very busy and couldnt write often. UL be glad whew school opens so You
will have something to be interested tn, So ward Spencer is getting married, All the
Rids are dolng it L Must be the war, t{eel the same way that Ken Jones does about
Cortland, 1Ll settle down there and get married tn odue thme no doubt but there s no
need to rush the thing, twawn to get a good and get settled first. Don't You worry
about things Like this,

thope You are all well, tam fine and Living a very exciting and healthful Life here in
France, thave had some wonderful experiences to tell you about when we get together



again. Please don't worry. We're safer here thaw in Bngland with the flylng bombs.
VUL try to write as often as possible.

AlL my Love,
Trac UJ r.



August 23, 1944
France

Hello Mo diéar,

8 1 am sitting on the grass writing this. it is quite nice here today. 1
| awm sittlng out on the grass writlng this (repeat) and it is warm. A
a@ few clouds in the sky however, we have had quite a bit of rain the
~ past few days. Thanks for sending me those French-Buglish
phrases they will com tn very handy tam sure, Yes thave seen hundreds of prisoners,
Thank Glyw for sending me the bulletin on the U. Club. It is interesting to hear what
the other fellows are dolng, Yes Sis t knew the O'Connor boy well also Zaspery, t am
wondering if you went to Tuckahoe, | recelved three Letters today, oOne from you, one
from Sis and a letter from ward Spencer, 1 wish 1 could st down to one of those
chicken dinners You speak about tn Your Letters, 1 am sorry to hear about the
nfantile paralysis scare as | know how worried Lucille will be about Corky. it is
quite boring here, They place the French towns off Limits to soldlers so they won't buy
things and cause inflation, There are no Red Cross Clubs ete, We have a few books in
our Library but we all have read most of them, No there bs wo entertainment, |think it
is nice Lucllle is golng to have anocther baby. 1hope itis a girl. She would enjoy
having a Little girl to doll up, Also a playwmate for Corky, ward’s letter was from
home and he said he ran tnto You and Lucille down at 94 working on the lawn, il
clost for now, 1 am fine and hope You all are, Donw't worry,
ALl my Llove
Tracy Jr.



Mowo{ag P.M.
Aungust 28, 1944
France

1 like rain, 1t ralned last night. Life here has beew rather quiet for the
" past few days, twish you were here and could se¢ all that tdo, 1tis
all very interesting. The different parts of France vary quite a bit as do the people.
The people have accents Like people home, Onee Learn to understand the people a Little
and their ,..,.., Normandy is quite ... with many ...and .. hedgerows, The houses in
all of the farms t have seen so far are mad of stone, The farms are all build in a
square and look Like a Little village. The Fremch people are very friendly and very
poor, The farmers have the wost to eat of course but that is pas beaucoup not much,
Where we are now there are many refuges from Paris and other large cities who have
come out to the farms ano smaller villages, There are a Lot of Little French children,
We built them a swing and they play doww here all day long. we give thew Little
things to eat bon bons and chocolate, “They sing us Little Fremeh tunes and are very
cute, There is a French girl about twenty two who Lives in a farm house near here who
ls a barbress, sSheis a refuge from Paris, At three o'clock she s golng to cut my hair,
Flrst thme 1 ever had my hair cut by a girl, Nice look too, t hope I can get to Parls
sometlme but it doesn't Look as though many Americans will be allowed tn at present,

I received the box You and Lucille sent wme, it was very wice, The ... Things Like that
are very hard to get, Thank Lucille for me, 1t was very thoughtful of you, You do not
need to send socks ete, though as tcan get those, The cigarettes and ,..will certainly
be... 1receiven a Vv Letter from Lucille,, also had a Letter from Aunt Mable written 1€
July from Hotel Nicholas Asbury Park New Jersey. She saiol she enjoyed it there and
went to the movies a lot, It is nice Andy is an officer in Judge Advocate, As heis a
lawyer it Ls a good spot. She speaks of having you down and t hope You are there by
now, |am fine and enjoy seeing so much of the world, 1 will be glad to get back to You
and home agaln and it won't be long now. Iam sure the news is very good. This Life
Ls exelting but boring and monotonous at the same time if possible. 1 hope you are
well, It won't be Long now before school, 1 have beew tn the army for two years
tomorrow, It seems much longer than that, Don't worry,
ALl my love,
Tracy Jr.



Jan 11,1945
France

« - " Buropt brought to an end. The war news hasw't changed wmiuch this
" past week but it has been in our favor 1 believe,

I spent a very different New Years Bve last night, The people lnvited us tnto thelr
kitchen about eight o'clock, We all sat around the kitchen table with candles for Light
as they have no electricity in this town, The woman served us cookies and hot wine,
The wine was very good, It hao a sugar and clnwmamon adoed to it and the four of us
drank several cups of the hot wine, A couple of girls from nearby dropped in to
enliven the party. They were stocky peasant girls about twenty. The hot wine made
us very sleepy and we were all in bed Long before the New Year,

Today t recelved two old Letters from you. Nov 9. tam glad my ballot was in but |
guess it didn't do much good, 1 am in this Alr Force Yyes but attached to the ground
force. My type of work also helps other based here. t oo some Like Jlmmy walter, but |
am Ln the Alr Foree in name only at present. (Not leglble ....) The people here are very
Rind, but they are not really Germans, Am surprised to learn Bob Lewls is still in
Bugland, texpected to learn that he was back home by now, You were wrong) about
both places, 1 have been _ Fontainebleaw, | wrote and told you tn one of my Letters
the name of the place, 1 was tn at that thme,

Nov 11- Yes Armistice Pay didwt mean much this year, ttwas nice of your girls to
stop at house and bring you the letter, twas sad at learning about _ Nichols being
Rilled, He always tried so hard to get ahead and was a swell chap, Questions 1 yes 2,
3 yes in a house (mattress underneath) 44hr, 5 no & Yes 7 no € Yes, a long way 9
south 10 yes 11 Lines move forward 12 no 13 probably 14 5-10 sometimes more or Less
15 no 16 Yes 1+ Yes,

twish tcould tell you my whole set up but can't now of course, Someday 1 hope to be
able to tell you all about everything. we will have so much to talk about,

t hope You have had a swell vacation, watch your health and take very good care of
Yourself, thope you are well and happy. thope Lucille is feeling good. say hello to
Crocker’s for me and Let them know | am thinking of them,

tam fine and no need to worry this is one of the homlest spots t have beew in yet, it is
really nice to be in a howme, The people are very wnice.,



Close for now I guess.

AlL my Love,
Tmcw r.



Jan 10,1945
France

Hello Mo diéar,

I haven't written much but v mail Letters of late so t am not sure
what letters ete 1 have acknowlengen. 1 recelved the box with Life
Magazines and box of candy. Thank you so much, 1 recelved two
Christwmas cards from You, ont from Connie Clark, Jane Abbott and one from Corky
with the Christimas program, 1 would Love to have seen hime, 1 recelved the v Letter with
Blblical gquotations from Thanksgiving to Christmas but it was after Christwmas
letters Nov 29. Sorry to hear Mr, Sawnders s so bad. t would Like to see the movie
“‘Sine you went away”. was glad to read Aunt Mable's Letter, t won't have much
chawnce of seeing Hewry Abbott Uf he Ls tn the 9™ Army), t wonder where he was at time
of German break-through, A Letter from Luctlle written Nov 30, Dee 21 from you, It
was very nice Don Lewis and his wife to call on you. He is lucky to get home but he
may be sent out again who kunows where, 1 am sorry t couldn't see him in Ireland or
Bngland, Yes t have stars for my overseas ribbow, So far two but possibly wmore, 1
read in Stars and Stripes about Germans hiding in the mine are right about where 1
am., Yes we have plenty of food, 1 am glad to hear “ jere” is treated ok, in prisoner of
war camps, |am saving a Little money in a soloiers fumd over here, We get 4%
interest and can't take the money out except bn emergency. We get the money when
we are discharged,

Dee 22, The news s much better now thaw it was whew You wrote, The Germans are
very treacherous but that won't win for them, | think we have the situation in hand
and thelr attack may work for our benefit, You are right about my location, tam
glad to hear you received so many lovely cards, You are right my work.. General
Patch Ls tn charge of seventh army), tam glad to hear Your room Ls nice, warm +
cozy.

You must makre a Lovely “house mother”, tenvy those girls, thope you will soon be
mother 94 (thelr home at 94 Greenbush), we will have so much fun fixing it up,
Today is dads’ birthday. twish he were here to celebrate, Sometimes | feel very bad
because 1 couldn't be home with him last year,

wWe have it falrly good now, tam still living with a family, it is warm and
comfortable and we have plenty to eat. The people are very nice to us, They go out of
thelr way for us, thave been hunting around here and got three rabbits, The woman
cooleed them for us and bnvited us all in to eat, They call it hasenpfeffer (stewed
rabbit), There are deer in the woods here too and 1 would Like to get one but 1 guess the
artillery has scared thewm away, 1t is a quaint Little village nestled among wooded



hills. it Looks Like a picture of a Swiss or Bavarian village. Most of the villages Look
alike. They all have the church steeples with clocks which rings away the hours.

1 feel guilty sometimes when | think of the job the boys did where the Germans broke
through. Thelr stand was herole. The American soldier really Lived up to his
reputation there! Bven the bloody “Lmies’ (British) said so. It lsn't exactly quict here
elther, but the Germans can't get away. So You ste | am very well so don't worry.
Please take care of Yourself and watch your health, Please say hello to Crocker’s for
me tell her twill try to write,

AlL my Love,
Tracy, Jr.



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638
%Postmaster, NYC

January 12, 1945
France

Hello Mom Dear,

" Here I am again in a V letter to say hello and let you kKnow I am thinking of you as
J always. Things are about the same here. The war news is getting better but it will take
| some time for us to get enough strength to break through I suppose.

I wonder how things are with you. I suppose you are all settled back up at Theta Phi. The longest stretch
always seemed to be between New Years and Easter. I hope you can enjoy yourself and have some good

times. I worry over your catching colds etc so be very careful. Give my regards to Lucille, Glyn + Corky. I
am well and no need to worry.

All my love,
Tracy Jr.

\V Mail



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638

%Postmaster, NYC

January 14, 1945
France

Hello Mom Dear,

Today has been a lazy day without much to do. The weather is quite cold and there is
snow but we Reep comfortable. I have read all of the stores in the magazines you sent me.
.| One of the boys received a can of pop corn from home. So we popped it over the stove. It
was fun and very good. The woman here gave us butter so we had plenty of butter and salt on it. We have a
radio in our room which the people gave us so we can listen to all good programs and get the news. The news
is getting better, but it is a very tough fight. The Russians are starting their winter offensive and I am sure
early summer will see the end of this war here. I hope you are well. Say hello to Crockers for me. I am fine.

All my love,
Tracy Jr.

YAVEL



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638

%Postmaster, NYC

January 15, 1945
France

Hello Mom dear,

d  Recetved quite a few letters, cards and a package from Glyn today. Iwon't go into the
« % letters now as I will wait until I can write an air mail. Most of the letters were old.

Glyn’s package had flashlight, pipe, candy, gum, tobacco, etc. It was a lovely box and I
shall write to him. I also received the envelopes with Readers Digest, Cornet and stories.

This is just a not to let you kKnow everything is O.K, and I am thinking of you. The weather is below
freezing, but I am comfortable inside. It does cold working outside which we must do. The news remains the
same. Don't see how the Germans Reep it up. They surly will crash..

Say hello

All my love

Tracy Jr.

\V Mail



Tuesday P.M.
January 16, 1945
France

Hello Mom dear,

a I will probably have to write this letter in installments as I doubt if 1
88 | will be able to finish it at one sitting. Yesterday I received quite a few
letters and a Christmas box from Glyn.

November 16 a letter from Lucille. She told about Glyn’s trip to New York and what
you two did. Mostly news though. Nov 17 from you. Well do I remember those ten
week tests. I Rnow how the Rids looR forward to vacation. I am glad you have no
problems with your girls. Were supposed to get thirty day furloughs after eighteen
months but whether we will get them or not is another thing. I suppose Tig and Mary
are happily married now. I am glad for them. Iwonder why you didn’t receive the
parachute material. I have more I can send. Nov 19. It was nice of the girl with the
car to take you riding. She is fucky to have a car at school. I don’t Rnow Walter
Brooks nor have I heard of his outfit. The article on veterans going to school over here
was interesting. I had heard something about it. It would be nice if one had to stay
here for awhile after the war was over. Nov 21. You really wrote this letter early. The
lecture you heard at Y. W.C.A. sounds interesting. She was right about pets. Most
yank outfits have a pet of some Rind. Some have dogs from Africa, Italy, etc who came
all the way to France with them. I guess they wanted to get this thing over with right
away but it couldn’t be done. I can’t remember John Boshart maybe if I saw him I
would remember him. It sure would be a treat to be served in bed.

Nov 24. It sounds as though you had a very nice Thanksgiving. It seems funny talking
about Thanksgiving now. It was nice of the Littles to inquire about me. It sounds [ike
the “Normal” is really going expand with new buildings etc.

I received a letter from Helen Clark written Dec 5. She told about her trip to

Washington and about the Littles asking for my address. I received a lovely Christmas
card from Lucille, Glyn + CorRky.

I also received a lovely card from one your girls Betty J. Fowler. She wrote I was
probably in the dark as to who she was, but that she was a sophomore at Theta Phi.
She also said she Rnew Ruth Butler well. Thank her for me and tell her it was swell of
her to send me a card. I am looking forward to meeting her when I get home.

Dec. 11. A letter from you. I am glad Lucille had a nice birthday. My letter of Nov 29
reached you in good time. You are right about where you think I might be.



I also received the Readers Digest, Cornet and clippings. Lucille sent two letters of just
clippings. I received a lovely Christmas box from Glyn with a flashlight, pipe, tobacco,
etc. I have wanted a pipe for some time. The flashlight sure will come in very useful
also. ‘We do have electric lights in our house as we have a generator. The people no
doubt are glad to have us as we give them electricity while we're here.

Please don’t worry about me. I have plenty to eat and live very comfortably. The
fighting is not too close here so we feel quite safe. It is a very quiet [ittle town and
quite primitive in its ways. It is really just a bunch of farms nestled together. The
barns are built right on to the house. The people farm the land around the town. It is
quite hilly with many deep woods. It reminds me of home but it is even more
mountainous than around home.

One sees so many things when he travels around. I had so much to tell you about
England and Ireland but now they see so far away. I can hardly remember them. I
will have so much to tell you about when I get home.

I see the Russians are starting their winter offensive. I sure hope we can get this over
with soon now. We have driven the Germans back in Belgium. Maybe we can start an
offensive now.

I hope you are well. Watch your health very carefully. If you get a little cold doctor
forit right away. I hope Lucille is feeling well. Please give them all my regards and
tell them I shall surely write them in a day or so.

I forgot to mention it is Jan 17 in the morning. I stopped writing to go to supper
yesterday (Roast pork, potatoes + gravy). I then worked and again this morning. It is
now ten o'clock, I will stop so I can get it in the mail.

All my love,

Tracy Jr.



Sunday Night
January 21, 1945
France

 Hello Mom dear,

,v‘ -

It’s me again saying hello and hoping you are well and comfortable.
L We have been having quite a bit of snow of late and it is several
inches deep. It does maRe things looR much prettier around here though.

“

Yesterday evening I received some more mail which I was very happy to receive. Your
letters of Dec 26. I am so sorry you worried so much about me when the Germans broke
through in Belgium. I hoped you had had the idea that I was not in that section. I
think you have a pretty good idea of where I am. You must never worry about me. I
will be O.K, at all times. If the Germans should every break through where I am
(extremely doubtful) I will be pulled back immediately. Don’t worry about girl spies
etc. I haven't seen a good looking girl here since I left interior France. All homely, fat,
etc.

I am so glad had such a lovely Christmas dinner over at the farm. I wish I could have
been with you. Maybe next year huh. We will surely pray it is. I have no doubt but
what the war here will be finished but I may have to stay here awhile (Just an idea-no
fact). It would be better than the Pacific anyway.

It was nice Lucille could have the CrocRer’s over the day after for turkey. I thought of
you very much and very often Christmas too. It was nice of Aunt Mable to send you a
gift. I hope you had a lovely Christmas. I wish it were more however. You shouldn’t
worry much it is bad for you.

Dec 29. I am so sorry that my mail wasn’t reaching you, especially with bad news at
the front. I am not in Germany. I think I received most of my Christmas boxes. I think,
I have explained as much as possible about my work and your idea is right. Stop
worrying about spies etc. I am careful very quiet etc.

Dec 31. It was very nice of you to spend New Year’s Eve writing to me. I wrote how
I spent New Year’s. You speak of Reas boy being near Cologne way then mention you

think I am in the sector. You are pretty close in your guess. How did you do it?
I have French but can’t send them home. Also Irish + English (Bostogna?) will
go down in history as are thoughts of American . 1 told you I am in the Air

Force in name only. We refer to it laughingly as our old outfit. ‘Was sorry to hear Lacy
boy I knew him quite well. I would rather not have a furlough than to spend a few
months in states and then go out to the Pacific.



I enjoyed Lucille’s New Year’s Eve letter very much. It sounds as though the U club
dance wasn’t too great a success. I also received a letter from Lucille written Dec. 27.
I also received the envelopes with Dec. Readers Digest, clippings etc. I enjoy the cute
little stories you clip out of the magazines. I also received a box from Mr. and Mrs.
Munson. It had a lovely fruit cake, box of candy, Cortland Standards, Cortland
Democrat and thoughtful expressions Mrs. Munson must have saved and put together.
I plan to write them right away.



Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley

94 Greenbush Street 21t Weather Squadron
Cortland, New York, USA APO 638

%Postmaster, NYC

Tuesday
January 22, 1945
France

| Just a short note to say hello and let you Know I am thinking of you. The weather is
L | fairly cold but not bad. We have had a bit of snow but it hasn't snowed much of late.

The weather could be much worse and I am [ucky to be living in a warm farm house.

The war news from the Eastern front is very good. It looks now as though we can see the end of the war.
I don'’t like to get to optimistic but it sure looks as though the Germans are really in a dad way. I sure

hope it will end in a few months. I hope you are well and enjoying yourself. I am fine and don’t worry.
Take care of your health.

Love
Tracy Jr

VYAVEL




Sunday
May 21 ~ 22, 1945
Salzburg, Austria

Hello Mom dear,

Well our weather has gone against us at last and we are getting our share of
rain. ‘This is a nice place though and it is really beautiful around here. I told you I had
visited Hitler’s Berchtesgaden which isn’t far from Salzbury.

There is no censorship now so I will try to tell you a little of what I have done
since leaving the States. As you Rnow we sailed from Staten Island on July 17, 1943.
We landed at Guroc, Scotland on July 27. It was a long rough trip with submarines
etc. At Guroc we boarded a train and rode to a place called Welford Park near
Newberry, England. It was quite a nice trip down. The 21 Wea. Sqdn. Was all
together at Welford Park until the last of August when we were put into detachments
and sent out to different parts of England eI Scotland to bomber < fighter bases etc. 1
left there the last of August for Smiths Lawn and little airfield in the heart of Windsor
Park near Windsor Castle and the city of Windsor and Slough I Staines. From here I
went to the reunion in London etc. We had a very good time there. Early in December
we recetved orders to proceed to North Ireland to an RAF airbase at a place called Nuts
Corner. (1 forgot to mention that at Welford Park they picked a few men to do
radiosonde work) I studied it all the time we were there and then did the work in the
field until I became a qualified operator. Just radiosonde men went to North Ireland.
There were 4 radiosonde men and one officer Lt. Foster. We were with the A.T.C. In
March a full weather detail came up (observers < forecasters and radio men for
communications). We were to join the XV Corps which was in Kjrcassock, N.1. It had
been arranged to have weather det. with radiosonde with the ground forces. It is very
important for the officers to Rnow the weather before planning an attacks etc. With
radiosonde we figured out ballistics for the artillery which was very important. We
stayed in N.1. until the first of May when we came back to England. We were
stationed in a place called Adderbury between Oxford and Banberry (famous for fair).
Almost the same place I was at originally. We went up to Wales just before the
invasion _for artillery practice in the mountains. We were there when the invasion
started. The X'V Corps was in 3% army which didn’t make the D day landings. We
moved to Southampton and there to the beachhead in France. We hit France July 10
We went to a place called Barnville-Sur-Mar. Here it was nice and we did get to go
swimming several times. The fighting was still hard on the beachhead. Jerry bombers
came over bombing & strafing very often. July 25 the big battle at St. Lo and the 3¢
army went into action. We moved very fast almost every day until we were just outside
of Paris where we had a short rest. That is we didn’t move we still did our work, Our
worst time for enemy activity was coming through France. ‘We use to dig a hole and



pitch our pup tents over it and then sleep in the fox-hole. We were at or near all the
famous spots in the battle for France. At Rosie in Brie we were able to visit Paris.
After ®aris we again moved quite rapidly. We came to Luneville where we stayed for a
couple of months in Sept. We lived in a house there for the first time. Luneville became
quiet after awhile and we had a Red Cross and movies there. There was much hard
fighting around Luneville in the Foret de Parroy where Hitler fought in the last war.
The Jerries were well dug in and it took some time to get them out. The next larger
town we hit was Sarrbourgs. The shelling at this time was very bad especially at night.
One shell landed about fifty-yards away and Rnocked out five trucks. I forget how
long we were at Sarrbourgs. From there we moved to Sarrable. This was just before
Christmas and we spent Christmas here. This was the time of the breakthrough in
Belgium. The 3 army had moved up then. The XV Corps joined the 7" army. Things
were very very tense. The Germans dropped paratroopers behind our lines which were
very thin. We were shelled a lot at Surrable and finally had to retreat back, We moved
to a place called Wolfshirchin where we stayed quite some time and I lived with the
family I wrote to you about. It wasn’t a very nice town and there wasn’t much to do.
I went hunting several times. Our spring offensive finally got under way and we
moved out again and we sure were glad to get moving again. We were around the
Bitche, Wesseinboury, area.

I forgot mention Saverne ¢ Strasbourg. We sat on the Maginol Line for several
days near Sargamines. We crossed into Germany at Sarrburchen. We went through
Kaiserlantera and ZwerRruchan etc. Worms looked like a nice old place but it had
been bombed terrifically as had all German cities. I can’t remember all of the places.
Bamburg, Homburg, Numburg, Munich & Salzbury. I certainly covered a lot in these

few pages. I couldn't tell you everything in a letter though as I want to have
something to tell you abut when I get home. If you have any questions at all let me
Rnow as I can answer any questions now. On the point system I have 69 pts. It takes
85 to be discharged but I wouldn't be discharged if I had 85 pts. ‘We are classified as
essential. 32 months in army, 22 months overseas ¢ 3 battle stars at 5 pts each=
32+22+15=69 pts. We are supposed to go to the airport at Munich sometime but we
are still here. It is a nice place though and I don’t mind staying here. We still do our
reqular work but don’t move and worry etc.

I started this letter yesterday but was interrupted several times. I am well and
hope I can start for home before too much longer. I hope you are well. Say hello to all
of the Crocker family for me. I must write to them the next letter. I have had no more
mail since last batch I wrote to you about. Don't worry.

All my love,
Tracy Jr.



In January 1944, GEN Dwight D. Eisenhower’s headquarters requested “a weather
service adequate to meet the needs of the ground forces supported by these Air Forces in
the United Kingdom and in the European continental area or area over which the Allied
Forces will operate.” The Allied Expeditionary Air Force, through the Ninth Air Force,
directed the 21st Weather Squadron “establish liaison with, and make provision for,
giving meteorological service to the Headquarters, First U.S. Army Group, and such
other subordinate units as the Commanding General, First U.S. Army Group may desire.’
The 21st Weather Squadron had already been organized to work in mobile, fast moving
conditions.

b

A radiosonde is a very important part of the whole observation process of weather. It's
hard to forecast the future, without knowledge of the present. A radisonde tells
meteorologists about the present conditions of the atmosphere.

Specifically, a radiosonde measures temperature, humidity, and pressure at many
different levels in the atmosphere, even at 7 miles above the surface of the earth! I can't
even run 7 miles without passing out.

The way the radiosonde instrument measures conditions at several levels is that
the instrument is attached to a balloon. Sounds simple, eh? It is. Below is a
picture of Air Force meteorologists preparing to launch a radiosonde.




Red Cross Club at Barnville-Sur-Mer, France ~ Normandy Coast

[Tracy writes that he went swimming here]



Battle St. Lo
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Breakthrough at St.-Lo

On July 18, 1944, the First Army fought its way into St.-Lo where formidable Nazi
defenses blocked the advance. But after Allied planes had delivered a crushing air
bombardment, the First Army smashed through the German lines and broke out of the
beachhead on July 25. Racing through the gap General Patton's Third Army captured
Avranches on July 31. Four days later a daring attack by American tanks cut off the
Brittany Peninsula. Meanwhile on July 18 the British and Canadians crossed the Orne
River at Caen and struck south.

On the left flank of the Third Army the XV Corps pushed east to capture Le Mans on
August 9, then north to Argentan. Meanwhile the Canadian 1st Army advanced south to
Falaise. By August 17 these two Allied thrusts had trapped the German 7th Army in a
pocket between Argentan and Falaise. Five days later the Allies had captured 100,000
prisoners and killed many others who tried to escape.



Hitler’s Berchtesgaden




Battle of Foret de Parroy near Luneville
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fSundag
May 21 ~22,1945
Salzburg, Austria

2l [Hello Mom dear,

We” our weather has gone against us at last and we are getting our
share of rain. This is a nice Place t}‘noug}‘n and itis reaug beautiful around
here. ] told you ] had visited Hitler’s Berchtesgaden which ismt far from

Salbure,

Thcre Is nNo censorship NOwW SO ] will try to tell you a little of what l
have done since lcaving the States. As you know we sailed from Staten
]sland on Julg 17, 194%. \Nc landed at Guroc, Scotland on July 27. lt
was a long rough triP with submarines etc. At Ciuroc we boarded a train
and rode to a Placc called Wclford Fark near Ncwbcrrg, England. ]t was
quite anice triP down. Thc 21" Wea. Sqdn‘ Was all together at
We”zorci Fark until the last of August when we were Put into detachments
and sent out to different Parts of Eng]and & Scotlanc} to bomber &
Fighter bases etc. | left there the last of August for Smiths | awn and
little airfield in the heart of Windsor Fark near Windsor Cast]e and the
city of Windsor and Slough & Staines. [ rom here | went to the reunion
in ] ondon etc. We had a very good time there. E_ar]g in Decembcr we
received orders to Proceed to North ]re]and to an RAF airbase at a
P]ace called Nuts Comer‘ (] Forgot to mention that at Wc”zord Fark theg

Picked a few men to do radiosonde work) ] studied it all the time we were



there and then did the work in the field until | became a qua]i{:ied operator.
Just radiosonde men went to North ]re]anc{‘ There were 4 radiosonde
men and one officer| t. [Toster. We were with the ATC In March a
full weather detail came up (observers & forecasters and radio men for
communications). We were tojoin the X\/ CorPs which was in
Kircassock) N.J. |t had been arrangcd to have weather det. with
radiosonde with the ground forces. |tis very imPortant forthe officers to
know the weather before Planning an attacks etc. Witl*n radiosonde we
Figurcd out ballistics for the arti”crg which was very imPortant. We stagec{
in N.J. until the first of Mag when we came back to England, We were
stationed in a Placc called Addcrburg between Oxmcord and Banberrg
(famous for fair). Almost the same Placc | was at origina”g‘ We went up
to Walcsjust before the invasion for arti”crg Practicc in the mountains.
We were there when the invasion started. The X\/ CorPs was in §rd
army which didn’t make the D dag ]andings, We moved to Southampton
and there to the beachhead in France. We hit France Ju]g oth. We
went to a P]ace called Barnvi”e~5ur~Mar, [Here it was nice and we did
get to go swimming several times. The Fighting was still hard on the
beachhead. Jerry bombers came over bombing & strafzing very often.
Ju]g 25 the big battle at St lo and the §rd army went into action. We
moved very fast almost every dag until we werejust outside of Faris where
we had a shortrest. | hatis we didn’t move we still did our work. QOur
worst time for enemy activity was coming through France. We use to dig a
hole and Pitch our pup tents over it and then s]eeP in the fox-hole. We
were at or near all the famous spots in the battle for France. At Rosie in
Prie we were able to visit Faris‘ After Faris we again moved quite
raPicﬂg‘ We came to Luncvi”e where we staged fora COUP]C of months in
Scpt, We lived in a house there for the first time. Luncvi”c became quict
after awhile and we had a Red Cross and movies there. | here was much
hard ;iglﬂting around Luncvi”e in the Foretde Farrog where Hit]emcouglﬂt



in the last war. | he Jerries were well dug in and it took some time to get
them out. Tl‘ne next ]arger town we hit was Sarrbourgs‘ The she”ing at
this time was very bad esPeCiaHg at night, One shell landed about Fif:t3~
3arc{s away and knocked out five trucks. ] Forget how ]ong we were at
Sarrbourgs‘ ]:rom there we moved to Sarrab]e, Tl‘nis wasjust before
Christmas and we spent Cl‘nristmas here. T his was the time of the
Breakthrough in Be]gium, The §rd army had moved up then. The XV
Corpsjoined the 7&‘ army. Things were very very tense. The (Germans
droPPed paratroopers behind ourlines which were very thin. We were
shelled alot at Surrable and ’r.inang had to retreat back. We moved to a
P]ace called Wol{:shirchin where we staged quite some time and | lived with
the Fami]g ] wrote to you about. ]t wasn’t a very nice town and there wasn’t
much to do. | went l‘nunting several times. Qur sPring offensive gina”g got
under way and we moved out again and we sure were g]ad to get moving

again. We were around the Bitche) Wesseinbourg, area.

| forgot mention Saverne & Strasbour . We saton the Ma inol
g g g
| inefor several dags near Sargamines‘ We crossed into Gcrmany at
Sarrburclﬂcn, Wc went tlﬂrouglﬂ Kaiser]antera and Zwerkruchan etc.
Worms looked like a nice old P]acc but it had been bombed tcrrimcicaug as
had all (German cities. | can’t remember all of the P]accs‘ BamburgJ
Homburg, NumburgJ Munich & Salzburg‘ | ccrtain]g covered alot in
these few pages. | couldrnt tell you cvcrgthing in aletter though as | want
to have something to tell you abut when ] et home. I]C ou have an
g Y g Y Y
qucstions at all let me know as ] can answer any qucstions now. On the
oint system ] have 69 pts. ]t takes 85 to be discharged but ] wouldr’t be
P Y P g
dischargcd ncl had 85 pts. We are classified as essential. 32 months in
army, 22 months overseas & b battle stars at 5 Pts each= 32+22+15=69

pts. We are suPPoscd to go to the airPort at Munich sometime but we



are still here. [tis anice P]ace though and | don’t mind staying here. We

sti” do our regu]ar work but don’t move and worry etc.

| started this letter 3esterc1a3 but was interruptcd several times. | am
well and l‘noPe ] can start for home before too much ]onger, ] hoPe you are
well. Say hello to all of the Crocker family for me. | must write to them
the next letter. | have had no more mail since last batch | wrote to you

about. Don’t worry.

All my love,
Tracy Jr.

]n January 1944, GE_N Dwight D Eiseﬂhower’s heaclquarters requestecl “a
weather service aclequate to meet the ﬂCCClS 01C the grouncl Forces suPPortecl by these

Alir orces in the Unitecl Kingclom and in the E_uroPeaﬂ continental area or area
over which the A”iecl Forces will oPerate"’ The A”iecl E_xpeclitionary Air [Torce,

through the Ninth Air[Torce, directed the 2 1st Weather Squaclrorw “establish liaison

with, and make Provision 1Cor, giving meteoro]ogica] service to the Heaclquarters, First

US Army GrouP, and such other subordinate units as the Commancliﬂg Geﬂera],
First US Army GrouP may desire.”
The 21st Weather Squaclrorw had a]reacly been organizecl to work in mobi]e, fast

moviﬂg conditions.

A radiosonde is a very imPortaﬂt part of the whole observation process of weather.
]t’s hard to forecast the Future, without imow]eclge of the Present‘ A radisonde tells

meteoro]ogists about the Present conditions of the atmosphere‘

SPechCica”y, aradiosonde measures temperature, humiclity, and pressure at many
different levels in the atmosphere, evenat 7 miles above the surface of the earth! ]

can't even run 7 miles without Passing out.

The way the radiosonde instrument measures conditions at several levels is that

the instrument is attached to a balloon. Sounds simP]e, ch?]tis. Pelowisa



Picture of Air[Torce meteoro!ogists Preparing to launch a radiosonde.

Recl Cross Club at Barnvi”e~5ur~]\/\er, ]:rance ~
Normanclg Coast



[Tracg writes that he went swimming here]
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Brcakt[’!rougl’l at 5t.~l_o

On Ju]y P8, 1944, the First Army Fought its way into St"'LO where formidable Nazi
defenses blocked the advance. But after Allied P]ancs had delivered a crushing air
bombarclment, the i:irst Army smashed through the German lines and broke out of
the beachhead on Ju]y 25. Kacing through the gap Gcncra] Fatton’s Thircl Army
caPturecl Avranches on Ju]y 3. i:our clays later a claring attack ]:)3 American tanks
cut off the Brittany Feninsula. Meanwhile on Ju]y 18 the British and Canadians
crossed the Ornc Kivcr at Cacn and struck south.

On the left flank of the Thircl Army the X\/ CorPs Pushccl eastto caPturc Lc Mans
on August 9, then north to Argentan‘ Mcanwhi]e the Canaclian Ist Army advanced
south to Fa]aisc‘ By August 17 these two A”iecl thrusts had traPPccl the Gcrman
7th Army ina Pocket between Argentan and Fa]aise‘ Five days later the A”ics had

caPturecl 100,000 Prisoners and killed many others who tried to escape.



Hitlers Berchtesgaclen

[ Also known as [~ agles Nest”]



Battle of Foret de Farr03 near Lunevi”e
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	1-1942 Dec 18
	Thursday Night
	December 18, 1942
	Nite



	2-1943 Aug 8
	332234  Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	3-1943 Oct 16
	Saturday Night

	4-1943 Oct 16 (2)
	Saturday Night
	October 16, 1943

	5-1943 Oct 28
	Thursday Night
	October 28, 1943

	6-1943 Nov 14
	Sunday Night
	November 14, 1943

	7-1943 Nov 25
	Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	8-1943 Dec 1
	Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	9-1943 Dec 3
	Friday Night
	December 3, 1943

	10-1943 Dec 4
	xxxxx   Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	11-1944 Jan 2
	11424   Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	12-1944 Jan 16
	xxxxx   Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker. Jr     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	13-1944 Jan 27 (hard to read)
	Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker Jr.     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	14-1944 Feb 8
	Monday Night
	February 8, 1944

	15-1944 Feb 15
	Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker Jr.     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	16-1944 Mar 17 Shamrock
	Friday Morning
	March 17, 1944
	N. I.

	17-1944 Mar 20 (Learned of his father's death)
	Monday Night
	March 20, 1944
	N.I.

	18-1944 Mar 21
	Tuesday Afternoon
	March 21, 1944
	N.I.

	18A-1944 Mar 22
	Wednesday Afternoon
	March 22, 1944
	N.I.

	18B-1944 Mar 29
	Mrs. Glyndon H. Crocker Jr.     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	19-1944 Apr 4
	20-1944 Apr 27
	Thursday Night
	April 27, 1944
	N.I.

	21-1944 Jun 6  D-Day
	D-Day

	22-1944 May 18
	Thursday Night
	May 18, 1944
	N.I.

	23-1944 May 29
	Thursday Night
	May 29, 1944
	England
	Dear Mom,

	24-1944 Jul 18
	Tuesday

	25-1944 Jul 27
	26-1944 Aug 11
	27-1944 Aug 23
	28-1944 Aug 28
	29-1945 Jan 1
	30-1945 Jan 10
	31-1945 Jan 12
	xxxxx   Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	32-1945 Jan 14
	xxxxx   Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	33-1945 Jan 15
	xxxxx   Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	34-1945 Jan 16
	Tuesday P.M.

	35-1945 Jan 21
	Sunday Night

	36-1945 Jan 22
	xxxxx   Mrs. Tracy Hollis Ashley     Sgt. Tracy H. Ashley
	V Mail


	37-1945 May21
	38-1945 May 22

